
The Road to Reading
Success—

The Elementary School Years

One of a series of Parent Guides from

Educators, this is a small sample of what you will get when
you order this Parent Guide. We know that when you see the
scope and value of the information you can receive, you'll
want to order the entire Parent Guide. See back page for
ordering details.
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Think Outside the Book (continued)

More ways to make your home reader-friendly: 

• Enjoy wordy games. From Scrabble® to Hangman, there’s no end to the “liter-ary” games you can play. While you’re at it, don’t forget activities like 20Questions, which will boost your child’s vocabulary skills by encouraging her tocome up with creative queries.
• Limit TV watching. Books are fabulous, but they can have a tough time com-peting with a loud, flashy TV. So don’t let them. Instead, limit your child’s televi-sion time to an hour or two per day, and encourage her to spend more timereading. And, experts say, a child should never have a TV in her bedroom.• Develop incentives for reluctant readers. If your child balks at books, makereading more attractive. Consider rewarding her—such as with stickers or a tripto the playground—for each age-appropriate book she tackles on her own.

•Make reading a part of everyday life. If you’re
cooking dinner, ask your child to read you a recipe. If
you’re busy folding laundry, suggest that she read you
a magazine article while you finish.

• Tie reading into the things she loves.
If your child is obsessed with
dinosaurs, search out some titles
on the Jurassic period. If she
can’t get enough of racecars, go
to the library for some books on
how the speedsters work and where
they’re made.

• Put books before movies. Lots of popular children’s
stories—from Harry Potter to Holes—have leapt to the
big screen. If your youngster is desperate to see one,
let her—after she’s read the book.

• Read together. Sharing stories doesn’t have to be shelved along with your

child’s footie pajamas and pacifier. All kids, even older elementary schoolers,

benefit from reading aloud with their parents. If yours balks, suggest that you

take turns—you read a chapter to her, then she reads one to you (just don't

doze off while she’s reading!). 

• Take the pressure off. Don’t turn every trip to the library into

a quest for the literary Holy Grail (i.e., the perfect book).

Instead, give your child room to browse. Rather than herd her

toward the same section each time, let her explore a different

area. How about nonfiction? Poetry? Photography?

• Give books as gifts. Did you ever notice that birth-

days and holidays seem to pop up every single year?

To make these special occasions even more so, give

books. It can be as simple as digging up one of your

old favorites from the attic and giving it to your

youngster, or as elaborate as splurging on a huge

coffee table tome. Either way, it’ll be priceless.




